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Dear Gravure Enthusiasts,

I am extremely proud to have received the trust of our members to lead the Asso-
ciation for the next mandate and I am thrilled to work with the team and with the 
board to take this to the next level. 

When looking at the history of the European Rotogravure Association, one can see a 
huge amount of passion and knowledge coming together to improve gravure tech-
nology and its recognition within the printing industry as well as in society� Thanks 
to all our predecessors, gravure printing has truly been a key part of the engine that 
powered the growth of our economies and societies over the last 70 years or more� 
This took place in so many fields which are at the heart of a lot of industries:  
publishing, furniture, security devices, electronics, pharmaceuticals, automotive, food 
and healthcare� Naming all of them would be quite hard, but for sure we can say that 
without gravure printing, its accuracy, quality and performance, the growth we’ve  
experienced would have been less powerful and effective.

Looking at where we stand today and to the years to come, we can easily recognize 
that the contribution of gravure printing to our economies and societies is certainly 
not over and there is still a lot that we, as an industry, can do collectively to support 
our development� In fact, the global quest for more sustainable production processes 
and materials finds a natural companion in gravure printing, as demonstrated by the 
recent study conducted by the University of Leipzig in collaboration with us� More-
over, gravure printing is at the core of the engine that is powering the growth of 
emerging countries and economies in Asia and Africa, where gravure is considered by 
far the most effective and popular printing technique for industrial applications�

When asked to take this role, I accepted based on the belief that my work could make 
a difference in transitioning our organization to a broader scope, to support the need 
for sustainability and growth not only in Europe but also in those areas of the world, 
namely Asia and Africa, where the unbeatable cost/performance ratio and sustain-
ability features of gravure printing makes it the fundamental component of the suc-
cess of any printer. Therefore we shall aim at expanding the scope of our Association 
to those areas in the future, taking advantage of the relationships and knowledge 
of our associates as well as leveraging on the immense knowledge that lies in our 
archives and on the training assets that we already provide� Increasing our com-
munication effectiveness as well as partnering with other associations and interest 
groups will also be the key success factors that we will pursue as a team�

We count on your support to make all of this happen in the next months and we will 
be by your side for any request and proposal you may want to bring forward� 

Now please relax and enjoy this amazing edition of Gravure News!

Yours faithfully, 
Davide Garavaglia

Empowering 
sustainability 
and growth
by Davide Garavaglia 
ERA President
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COVER STORY | GRAVURE AND SUSTAINABILITY

Leipzig University (HTWK)  
presented study

“Gravure printing offers great potential 
for the circular economy: its major eco-
logical advantages are the re-usability 
of the printing cylinder and closed ma-
terial cycles which enhance the sustain-
ability of the gravure process and give it 
an edge compared with other processes�” 
These are the most relevant conclusions 
of a study on the sustainability of the gra-
vure process carried out by Leipzig Uni-

versity of Applied Sciences (HTWK)� The 
study was conducted in the first half of 
2022 and presented by Prof Lutz Engisch 
from the University at ERA’s recent Annu-
al & Packaging/Decorative Conference in 
Baveno, Italy�

The study is based on a questionnaire 
and interviews with industrial users of 
the gravure process� They covered the 

whole gravure printing workflow includ-
ing upstream and downstream process-
es, e�g� cylinder engraving and transpor-
tation, printing, as well as recycling and 
deinking� According to the respondents 
the strongest advantage of gravure print-
ing is the reusability of the base cylinder� 
This can be used practically without limit 
for the preparation of the print forme for 
the specific job. 

Gravure and sustainability

Gravure’s less advantageous aspects Gravure’s potential for improvement

Gravure’s ecological advantages
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Its high stability and consistency to print 
even very long runs in constant high qual-
ity also counts as gravure’s major advan-
tage in respect of sustainability� The study, 
which shows that the market demands 
these large orders with run lengths of 
over 800,000 metres, has proven that this 
is a relevant factor� 

Another advantage concerning the sus-
tainability of the gravure process is the 
recovery of the materials used during 
the plating processes such as copper and 
chromium� 

And further improvements of gravure’s 
sustainability are seen 

 ■ in the recovery of solvents and 

 ■ the use of water-based inks as well as 

 ■ the reduction of make-ready waste 
through automation�

The electrolysis process of chromium 
trioxide, which is used in the plating to 
guarantee the hardness and long lifetime 
of the cylinder, is perceived as the most 
serious challenge for gravure printing, as 
the industrial use of chromium trioxide 
needs an authorization by the EU Com-
mission according to the EU rule REACH 
(Registration, Evaluation, Authorization 
of Chemicals)� Even though the EU Com-
mission has granted the authorization for 
the gravure industry, and an extension be-
yond 2024, when the current authoriza-
tion will expire, can be expected since 
the ChromeExtend application by Kaspar 
Walter was positively evaluated by the 
responsible ECHA (European Chemical 
Agency), the industry is developing alter-
natives, e�g� Chrome(III) or replacing the 
traditional copper and chromium layers 
by a plastic layer, which will increase the 
sustainability of gravure� 

In addition to the questionnaire and in-
terviews, very first approaches for a life 
cycle assesment (LCA) were carried out� 
In this context, the first challenges and 
limits could already be identified: gen-
eral statements are not possible� Due to 
the wide range of parameters, a general 
holistic comparison of different printing 
processes would be very difficult to per-
form. Product-dependent case-by-case 
decisions, supported by comparative LCAs, 
could help in the future to identify the 
most environmentally friendly printing 
process for the respective print job. JS

Sustainability and energy 
balance of packaging inks
An important aspect of the discussions 
on sustainability and energy balance in 
packaging printing could be the choice 
of solvent in the ink system� The choice 
between inks using traditional organic 
solvents and so-called water-based inks 
(which still include a proportion of or-
ganic alcohols) is not as easy as it might 
appear, for several reasons detailed be-
low�

This matter is a focus of the company 
Rafflenbeul Anlagenbau, a process en-
gineering company concerned with in-
dustrial air purification and energy ef-
ficiency, based in Langen, just south of 
Frankfurt. Lutz Rafflenbeul, son of the 
founder and now part of the manage-
ment team of the company, gave a pre-
sentation at the ERA Annual and Pack-
aging & Decorative Conference in 2022�

So-called ‘solvent free’ printing promis-
es lower handling efforts in safety and 
storage, higher product quality due to 
less residual solvent and also therefore 
less odour, and supports customer-driv-
en emotional reasons such as a ‘green 
image’� However, on the downside, sol-
vents are still involved, the water-based 
formulations require significantly more 
energy to dry them, also for this rea-
son printing speed generally has to be 
30 %–40 % lower, and doctor blade life-
time is reduced because water-based 
ink is more corrosive. A further difficulty 
is that whereas with solvent-based inks, 
the formulation can be adjusted accord-
ing to the ambient air temperature, this 
is not possible with water-based inks, 
only the heating can be adjusted. 

Turning to solvent-based inks, once the 
solvent has been extracted by evapora-
tion in the dryer, if there is not enough 
for solvent recovery to be worthwhile, 
the best option is to burn it down-
stream and recover the heat: “solvent 
is energy,” says Mr Rafflenbeul, and the 
energy balance is positive in that the 
energy set free by combustion is much 
greater than that required for the evap-
oration beforehand�

One of the technologies that are used 
in Rafflenbeul installations is the ‘mo-
lecular sieve’� This is made of zeolites, 
porous substances which adsorb sol-
vent molecules when the concentra-
tion in the air is high, and release them 
when the surrounding concentration 
is low� The end effect is to smooth out 
any sudden peaks in exhaust air sol-
vent concentration, so that the solvent 
recovery plant can be designed more 
cheaply, to work at a lower peak con-
centration than would otherwise be 
the case. The short-term smoothing of 
variations can also serve as a mid-term 
storage of energy�

The economic balance between solvent 
recovery to re-use as an input materi-
al (or to sell on) and heat recovery by 
burning the solvent component in the 
exhaust air is shifted towards recovery 
by rising CO2 taxes. A further factor is 
that the spare heat recovered might be 
used in a cogeneration plant to produce 
electricity for the plant. But Mr Rafflen-
beul concluded that “in the European 
environment, thermally optimised use 
is still preferable in most cases”� GB

GRAVURE AND SUSTAINABILITY | ENERGY BALANCE OF PACKAGING INKS | COVER STORY

Lutz Rafflenbeul explaining his 
calculations at the ERA Annual and 
Packaging & Decorative Conference 
in Baveno
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EVENTS & CONFERENCES | ANNUAL CONFERENCE 

Baveno hosted ERA’s 
Annual Conference
“Gravure – the sustainable process” 
Baveno hosted ERA’s Annual Conference 
from 21 to 23 September 2022. It was 
the second time that ERA’s main event 
took place in this pleasant resort at the 
beautiful Lago Maggiore in Piedmont. 
It was 29 years ago in 1993 that ERA 
held its annual gathering in the same 
Grand Hotel Dino in Baveno, with the 

later Italian Prime Minister Silvio 
Berlusconi, at that time President of 
publication gravure printer and ERA 
member Silvio Berlusconi Editore in 
Melzo, as keynote speaker. This time 
the speakers were less prominent than 
Berlusconi, but their presentations 
were no less interesting: all current 

challenges for the gravure industry, 
from sustainability to the high raw 
material and energy costs, as well as 
gravure’s prospects in the emerging 
markets in Asia and Africa, and the 
consequences of the war in Ukraine, 
were intensively discussed by the some 
100 delegates. 

Jonathan Giubilato of Bobst Italia discussed the study of HTWK Leipzig on the sustainability of gravure, presented by Professor Lutz Engisch

Some 100 participants attended the 
conference in the Grand Hotel Dino
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The conference was held in conjunction 
with the ERA General Assembly on 21 
September which elected Davide Gar-
avaglia, CEO of Bobst Italia, as new ERA 
President� He succeeds Manfred Janosch-
ka, who was elected by the General As-
sembly as Past President� The event con-
cluded with a visit to the plant of Bobst 
Italia in San Giorgio Monferrato on 23 
September, where Bobst demonstrated 
modern and advanced press technology 
in their impressive competence centre� 

“Gravure – the sustainable process” was 
the theme of the conference, which dis-
cussed a study by the University of Ap-
plied Sciences of Leipzig on the sustain-
ability of the gravure process� Professor 
Lutz Engisch of the University’s Faculty 

of Computer Science and Media, present-
ed the results of the study, showing that 
the reusability of gravure cylinders gives 
gravure an ecological edge and enhanc-
es its sustainability compared with oth-
er processes. The findings of the study 
were complemented by Lutz Rafflenbeul 
from the German manufacturer of exhaust 
treatment plants who compared the en-
ergy balance of water-based inks against 
solvent-based inks. He explained that “sol-
vents are energy and their thermal use in 
the process is often most economical” as it 
substitutes for instance natural gas� 

Another option to improve the sustain-
ability of the process was shown by Fab-
rizio Imarisio of the Italian manufacturer 
of solvent recovery plants DEC Impianti 

whose innovative technology significant-
ly reduces VOC and CO2 emissions� That 
color management can save costs and in-

Simon Sonn of 4Packaging South Africa introduced the African gravure market, which also offers opportunities for growth · New ERA President Davide 
Garavaglia reacted positively to Mr Sonn’s presentation

Kaku Kohli explained the growing Indian gravure market, which shows enormous growth · Enthusiastic appreciation from participants for Mr Kohli’s overview of 
India

The conference 
was held in 
conjunction with 
the ERA General 
Assembly which 
elected Davide 
Garavaglia, CEO of 
Bobst Italia, as new 
ERA President.



8 GRAVURE NEWS

EVENTS & CONFERENCES | ANNUAL CONFERENCE BAVENO 

Italian economist Antonio Villafranca discussed the economic impacts of covid and the war in Ukraine, followed by Christoph von Marschall, who commented on 
the geopolitical consequences of Russia’s war in Ukraine

crease efficiency and sustainability was 
discussed by Juergen Seitz from GMG� He 
pleads for more standardization which 
reduces waste and ink usage, as well as 
simplifying the print process and replac-
ing press proofing. 

An encouraging message came from 
Christoph Gschossmann of Kaspar Wal-

ter, who reported on the positive reaction 
of the European Chemical Agency (ECHA) 
to their ChromeXtend application to se-
cure the further use of chromium triox-
ide beyond 2024 when the current au-
thorization will expire. He also presented 
the status of the alternative plating solu-
tion  HelioChrome Neo, which is the first 
successful hard chrome plating process 
based on chromium (III)� Cylinders plated 
with chromium (III) are meanwhile suc-
cessfully in use in the industry� 

Digitization was another subject dis-
cussed by the conference in respect of 
sustainability� Allan Bendall of Saueres-
sig presented their digitized print tool 
inspection system which removes the 
need for physical proofs and improves 
press productivity and speed to market� 
And Joergen Karlsson of the Swedish 

MWM Group showed their management 
information system to optimize the ad-
ministration process and the data flow. 
It is, among other publication printers, 
successfully applied by Burda Druck� The 
technical sessions were concluded by 
Herbert Kindermann who presented the 
recently founded academy of DIPA (Dig-
ital Printing Association)� DIPA Academy 
was founded by the members of DIPA and 
will offer the industry training courses in 
digital printing�         

The conference also focused on emerg-
ing markets with great potential for 
gravure� Indian gravure press manufac-
turer Kaku Kohli gave an fascinating 
insight into the Indian gravure market, 
which offers enormous possibilities for 
growth� India has a young and growing 
population. It is projected that by 2050, 

The presentations provoked lively discussion from the participants · Fabrizio Imarizio of DEC Impianti introduced their solvent recovery system

Digitization was 
another subject 
discussed by 
the conference 
in respect of 
sustainability.
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Christoph Gschossman spoke on chromium trioxide authorization and chromium(III) · Joergen Karlsson of MWM presented their resource management system for 
print and media · Herbert Kindermann, who discussed the Digital Printing Association Academy project which he leads, was introduced by Robert Bierfreund (r.)

Allan Bendall of Saueressig presented their digitized print tool inspection system · Juergen Seitz of GMG pleaded for more colour standardization

India will have over 1,6 billion people, 
as against 1,3 billion in China� Also the 
market for consumer goods is develop-
ing dynamically� And over 500 gravure 
printers are currently operating, which 
want to be served with modern gravure 
technology� Another growing market for 
gravure is Africa, which was introduced 
by Simon Sonn of 4Packaging South Af-
rica. He explained the great potential of 
the consumer markets in Africa, which 
offers new opportunities to the gravure 
industry� 

Finally the conference discussed the cur-
rent economic and political turbulences 
in Europe caused by the covid pandemic 
and the war in Ukraine� The Italian econ-
omist Antonio Villafranca, Director of the 
Milan-based Institute for International 
Political Studies, referred to the ongoing 

war in Ukraine as a “global game-chang-
er” with a great impact on the world 
economy� Particularly due to the dramat-
ic increase of energy costs, inflation will 
rise and growth will be flat. He warned 
against introducing a price cap for Rus-
sian oil, as this would only lead to further 
shortages in gas supply and even higher 
gas costs� 

In conclusion the geopolitical conse-
quences of Russia’s war in Ukraine were 
discussed by the German journalist Chris-
toph von Marschall from the Berlin-based 
daily Tagesspiegel� He said that Europe 
has to be prepared for a new age of con-
flicts, and even wars, and must strength-
en its capabilities� The current war in 
Ukraine has shown that Europe is mili-
tarily helpless without the support of the 
USA� He concluded that “an emancipation 

of Europe is overdue, however not against 
the US, rather a stronger Europe in alli-
ance with the US”� JS/GB

The conference 
also discussed the 
current economic 
and political 
turbulences in 
Europe caused  
by the covid 
pandemic and the 
war in Ukraine.
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EVENTS & CONFERENCES | PRIME AWARDS DUBAI

ERA supported PRIME 
Awards in Dubai 
The PRIME Awards (covering Packaging 
Resource & Innovation Middle East), or-
ganised by Dubai-based Packaging MEA 
Magazine, were held for the third time in 
November 2022, with ERA as a supporter� 
The Awards recognise excellence in De-
sign, Innovation, Print/Converting, Sus-
tainability and Corporate Social Respon-
sibility (CSR) across the Middle East and 
Africa (MEA), and attracted over 300 en-
tries from some nine countries� ERA’s par-
ticipation included providing consultant 

George Battrick representing the Euro-
pean Rotogravure Association among the 
international jury members. Packaging 
MEA Magazine, “unpacking the world of 
packaging”, is just ten years old, and is the 
region’s only technology-oriented busi-
ness-to-business publication in the field, 
with a prestigious multi-national editori-
al team led by Editor-in-Chief Ben Daniel. 

The jury consisted of three academicians, 
four industry professionals and a re-

nowned journalist: Chairman of the Jury 
was Sante Conselvan, President of the 
European Flexographic Technical Associ-
ation and CEO of I&C-Gama Internation-
al Group, and other members included Dr 
George Nubar Simonian, Dean of the De-
sign & Creative Arts Faculty of the Ah-
ram Canadian University in Cairo; Henri-
ette Thomas, General Manager AME at 
the Point Group, supplying procurement, 
management and delivery of end-to-end 
marketing solutions; Noel D’Cunha, print 

The exhibition area for networking during the afternoon ·  Display of winning entries in the PRIME Awards 2022
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and packaging journalist in India; Dr Ain-
ain Shahidi of 4 Sixes Packaging & Mar-
keting, Mumbai; Dr Arafat Al-Naim, Dean 
of the College of Design in the American 
University in the Emirates; and Doaa bin 
Thabit, CEO of the Saudi- American joint 
venture Packageha and with a special fo-
cus on corporate social responsibility�

The jury met on Monday 7 November 
to review the entries, and were divided 
into two teams, one covering each of the 
main divisions in categories, which were 
“Design and Innovation” for the packag-
ing concepts and “Best in Class” for print 
quality� Each category was further divided 
according to substrate and print process� 
The jurors then came together to judge 
the Sustainable Project and Sustainable 
Packaging categories for companies, and 
the Student of the Year Award, based on 
the students’ packaging design and inno-
vation projects.

On the following day, while the organ-
isers were calculating the results, the ju-
rors took advantage of the opportunity to 
visit the Gulfood Manufacturing exhibi-
tion which opened that day� This covered 
the whole food production chain, and in-
cluded several packaging printers and 
substrate manufacturers, as well as sup-
pliers of ingredients and food processing 
equipment. The exhibition filled practi-
cally the whole of the Dubai World Trade 

Centre halls, and included the Food Tech 
Summit, which addressed Global Food 
Challenges, Sustainable Practices, and 
Technology & Innovation as the themes 
of the three days� Some useful contacts 
were made� 

Wednesday 9 November was the day of 
the Innovators’ Conference and Award 
Ceremony, including an exhibition of win-
ning entries and stands of the companies 
giving presentations in the Innovators’ 
Conference, attended by some 325 in-
dustry professionals from across the Mid-
dle East and Africa and held at the iconic 
Habtoor Palace Hotel in Dubai� The event 
started with a buffet luncheon in the ex-
hibition area, allowing opportunities for 
networking, and continued with the two 
sessions of the Innovators’ Conference, af-
ter which the participants returned to the 
exhibition area, where further snacks and 
drinks were available, while the confer-
ence room was reset for the dinner and 
Award Ceremony�

The Innovators’ Conference comprised 
nine “Success Stories”, including: mono-
material polyethylene laminates from 
Borouge; waste reduction in lamination 
through the Synaptic in-line coating 
weight measurement; Gallus “metallic 
doming” by applying foil over relief glue 
to replace embossing; Helios high-im-
pact embellishment of labels, cartons and 

tubes; Bobst digital print-on-demand in-
line with flexo and embellishment units 
for labels; SIG aseptic cartons with no al-
uminium layer (“SIGnature EVOlution”) 
that work with existing filling machines 
with an add-on kit; the ChromaChecker 
“Color Conformance Platform” for brand 
colour consistency; Al Bayader biodegrad-
able plastics; and the Hexcelwrap “Curby” 
paper-based cushioning material that re-
places bubble-wrap. 

The Award Ceremony was a highly pro-
fessional spectacle, compèred by Master 
of Ceremonies (“MC” or “emcee”) Bassam 
Nadar, well known in the Middle East as 
a quizmaster and showman� Unlike many 
professional moderators, he managed to 
appear to completely understand the top-
ics of the evening as he took the audience 
through the presentation of fifty awards. 
An interesting aspect was that in each 
category, a different industry represen-
tative was invited to present the awards, 
e.g. a flexo press manufacturer for a flexo 
print category�

In the “Flexibles – Rotogravure” catego-
ry there were two silver and two gold 
winners: silver went to Arabian Flexi-
ble Packaging and Hexxa Flexible Pack-
aging, and gold to Corys Packaging and 
Hotpack Global� Corys Packaging is the 
oldest of the winning companies: based 
in Dubai, it was founded in 1976, is part 
of Green Coast Enterprises, a private 
group owned by the Abdul Ghaffar Hus-
sain family, and has Bobst presses� Ara-
bian Flexible Packaging, also in Dubai, 
was founded in 1992, is part of the Al 
Ghurair Group, and has Cerutti, Bobst 
and Schiavi presses� Hotpack Global is 
a leading manufacturer of disposable 
food packaging products in the Middle 
East: founded in 1995, it has 27 loca-
tions in the Middle East and beyond: its 
gravure press is manufactured by the 
Mohindra Engineering Company� The 
youngest winner was Hexxa Flexible 
Packaging, based in Ras Al Khaimah, 
the northernmost Emirate: the compa-
ny was founded in 2006 and has two 
gravure presses�

All in all, the event was a great success, 
and clearly showed that Middle Eastern 
packaging printing can meet European 
standards: this is also shown by the num-
ber of international brands that these 
companies have as their clients� Further 
cooperation between ERA and Packaging 
MEA Magazine is planned� GB

Jury members, holding trophies of the Burj Khalifa, and compère at the Award Ceremony:  
Dr George Simonian, Sante Conselvan, MC Bassam Nadar, Doaa bin Thabit, George Battrick,  
Henriette Thomas, Dr Ainain Shahidi
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EVENTS & CONFERENCES | FIPP WORLD MEDIA CONGRESS  

The World Media Congress of FIPP (Inter-
national Federation of Periodical Publish-
ers) was held in Cascais, Portugal on 7-9 
June 2022� Over 300 magazine publish-
ers from all over the world gathered in 
this seaside resort on the Atlantic Ocean 
to discuss the latest developments and 
trends in the world of media� The num-
ber of participants reflects the ongoing 
decline of traditional magazines and the 
publishing industry, as only fifteen years 
ago FIPP’s congress in Beijing was at-
tended by almost 1 000 delegates. And 
against the background of the Russian 
aggression against Ukraine the congress 
stated its solidarity with the Ukrainian 
people and the Russian journalists who 
stand up against the regime�

Cascais was actually FIPP’s first live 
event after almost two years of the 

covid pandemic� It is also covid which 
has accelerated the ongoing decline 
of print in magazine publishing� At the 
beginning of this century print was the 
medium and gravure the technology of 
the magazine publishers to spread their 
content to the consumer� Now publish-
ers are challenged in their traditional 
business by individuals who use the in-
ternet to spread information and to tell 
stories replacing traditional media and 
print as medium for mass communica-
tion�  

The information and fake flood triggered 
by the Internet has also shaken the con-
sumer’s trust in traditional media such as 
magazines� “We love our magazines, and 
we have to keep this heritage,” empha-
zised FIPP President & CEO James Hewes 
in his opening speech� However, the pub-

lishers must reinvent their business mod-
el adapting it to the digital world� And 
this process takes place as the publishers 
are transforming their titles and brands 
to digital platforms� 

Nevertheless there are still niches 
and markets where print has the po-
tential to grow� One of these markets 
is India, where the volume of print-
ed magazines is still underdeveloped 
compared with markets such as the 
USA and Europe� This is mainly due to 
an inefficient distribution system for 
which the Indian magazine publishers 
now are pushing for better solutions�  
And a significant niche for print is still 
the premium segment� As print is still 
profitable, the magazine publishers, de-
spite all their digital activities, will con-
tinue with print in the future�  JS

Solidarity with Ukraine: the Ukrainian flag 
flies over the historical fortress of Cascais, 
which houses the Pestana Cidadela Hotel, 
venue of the World Media Congress

Magazine circulation negatively affected by the covid pandemic · Ongoing global decline in print news consumption · India shows potential to grow for print

FIPP World 
Media Congress  
in Portugese 
Cascais
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SPECIAL FEATURES | BOBST PRESS AT HDM

10th anniversary of the Bobst press  
at Stuttgart Media University
by Professor Armin Weichmann, HdM Stuttgart

It has been 10 years now since the new 
Bobst Rotomec MW 60 packaging gra-
vure press was inaugurated in the gra-
vure competence centre at Stuttgart Me-
dia University� It replaced a MAN gravure 
press from 1954 that was completely out-
dated. For our university, this was a major 
project with a value of over 1.5 million 
euro, which was only made possible by 
generous support from the manufacturers� 

Whereas the press could be purchased 
well below market price, Enulec supplied 
the electrostatic assist and the web mon-
itoring system came from BST� We were 
able to retrofit a corona pre-treatment 
and viscosity controllers from Fasnacht� 
Siegwerk has supported us with ink since 
the inauguration and all impression roller 
manufacturers have been very accommo-
dating� Thus the machine is equipped with 
all the ancillary equipment that is usual 
and necessary for a production machine� 

Since the 1950s there has been a gravure 
professorship at the Media University� At 
that time, it was called Fachhochschule 
für das Graphische Gewerbe� When the 
university moved to the Vaihingen cam-
pus in 1976 the MAN gravure press was 
relocated, a KBA Palatia sheetfed gravure 
press was installed and a complete area 
with analogue cylinder production using 
etching baths was set up� In the 1980s 
a K202 Helioklischograph took over the 
engraving of the cylinders. Extensive re-
search in the gravure process took place 
at the time� However, as the equipment 

aged, such research projects became few-
er and large parts of the premises were 
occupied by screen printing� 

The availability of a state-of-the-art gra-
vure printing press close to production 
was a core element to again offer serious 
research and practical training� My prede-
cessor, Professor Ulrich Reiser, fought tire-
lessly for the new press over 10 years� He 
unfortunately survived the inauguration 
of the machine, which finally happened 
at the beginning of his retirement, by only 
a few months�

As such a production-oriented research 
press only exists in Europe at Stuttgart 
Media University, the investment has paid 
off over the years� Industrial customers 
discovered the opportunity to carry out 
tests in Stuttgart, incidentally right next 
to the DFTA's technology centre� Products 
that are on the threshold of reaching the 
customer from the laboratory could be 
tested in the Competence Centre Gravure 
without time pressure� 

This applies to ink manufacturers, who 
want to test new ink series close to pro-
duction before they go into customers' 
production, as well as to the paper manu-
facturers, who have run many tests in the 
competence centre over the years to find 
out whether a new paper formulation is 
more suitable for gravure printing than 
others, or whether the new formulation 
is equal to or even superior to the exist-
ing papers� These formulations affect the 

entire paper� That means they can con-
cern variations in the paper production it-
self, as well as the coatings used that are 
applied to the papers� Software has been 
developed for this purpose, for example, 
which can be used to automatically count 
missing dots from scanned images and to 
determine the quality of the ink lay�

The gravure printing press is not the 
only machine in our competence centre� 
It is just as important that gravure cyl-
inders can be produced here� With the 
Hell K500 and the necessary software 
for data preparation, test formes can be 
created and engraved with all the refine-
ments and requirements for later evalu-
ation in print� However, unfortunately the 
electroplating shop from the 1980s and a 
50-year-old grinding machine had to be 
dismantled for safety reasons� Neverthe-
less, the Media University remains unique 
in the world with its competence in gra-
vure printing and at the same time in cyl-
inder forme production�

The high competence of Stuttgart Media 
University is also shown by the seminars 
"Gravure At Your Fingertips" in English 
and "Tiefdruck zum Anfassen" in German� 
These seminars have now been running 
for more than 12 years� During this time 
more than 300 participants have visited 
our competence centre and learned about 
the gravure printing process "hands on" 
and in detail. Sometimes even experi-
enced gravure printers or managers of 
gravure plants, and long-time employees 
in cylinder forme production attended� In 
thorough discussions, knowledge was not 
only passed on from the competence cen-
tre, but we also learned from them� 

The Competence Centre, which is part of 
the Print Media Technologies degree pro-
gramme, has changed its courses during 
the time� As not enough applicants from 
the Baden-Württemberg area see their fu-
ture in the printing sector, the study pro-
gramme "Druck und Medientechnologien" 
was completely changed to English and is 
now called "Print Media Technologies"� Af-
ter 5 years it can be stated that the course 
has established itself� Students from more 

The Bobst press at Stuttgart Media University 
which was installed in 2013
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SWED/CUT® H7

Our Swedcut® H7 is developed for gravure printing. Its special coating 
will help you decrease friction and increase your printing performance.

Find your distributor and read more about this 
golden game changer on swedev.se.

Perfect choice for 
loooooooonger runs. 

than 30 different countries are trained as 
printing engineers in gravure printing in 
theory and practice� Some of them, espe-
cially from the Far East, also study here 
because gravure is taught here� 

In "Advanced Labs" they work here in a very 
practical way. For example, they generate 
printing formes for specific goals, such as 
testing special screens or printing forme 
surfaces, which are then engraved, print-
ed and metrologically evaluated� Other 
degree courses teach gravure printing in 
the context of practical courses in the field 
of printing technologies� This is done, for 
example, by producing pouches. They de-
sign the artwork for the bag, usually with a 
special colour, engrave the cylinders on the 
K500, print the formes on foil in the MW 60, 
trim the roll to width and finally produce 
the pouches in a pouch gluing machine, 
and for example filling them with sweets. 

In the area of longer-term research, gra-
vure printing formes were produced for 
Bosch by means of laser engraving on 
rubber surfaces and investigated for 
printing conductive structures and con-
ductive layers for the photovoltaic sec-

tor� The company Schepers provided the 
laser source with its Digilas system� To-
gether with the company Fischer, we in-
vestigated the suitability of eddy current 
damping sensors for measuring the sur-
face conductivity of printing cylinders as 
an alternative to hardness measurement�

For some years now, the authorization 
process for chromium(VI) by the Europe-
an Union has been a major issue for the 
gravure industry� We are currently work-
ing on a project funded by the Deutsche 
Bundesstiftung Umwelt (DBU) with Kaspar 
Walter to test and optimise the polymer 
surface HelioPearl in respect to run length, 
imaging and printing quality� This new 
printing forme, which is based on a poly-
mer monolayer, should have a great poten-
tial and could probably advance gravure 
forme production, as it requires only three 
essential steps to produce the forme and 
does not require any electroplating at all�

Rossini and ContiTech are also develop-
ing printing forme alternatives based on 
monolayers of polymers, which develop-
ment we observe with great interest� These 
developments herald a new era for cylin-

der production, which could eliminate ma-
jor weaknesses of gravure and could give 
gravure printing an edge also in compari-
son to flexography. To achieve this, we must 
keep the technology in our competence 
centre up to date so that we can contin-
ue to make attractive offers to the industry� 

It will be necessary to monitor new de-
velopments: when the new surfaces come 
into the market, we want to accompany 
the changeover by imparting the corre-
sponding know-how. We also see com-
petence in our degree programme in the 
area of printing with an extended colour 
palette, which is now developing� For 
many years we have been cooperating 
with GMG, one of the world market lead-
ers in professional colour management� 
In this field we are currently looking 
for possibilities to offer training cours-
es� As many innovative developments to 
advance the gravure process are taking 
place, the present times are exciting, and 
the Competence Centre Gravure at the 
Stuttgart Media University (HdM) wants 
to contribute with its experience and 
knowledge to the healthy continuity of 
the gravure process� 
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ERA Annual Meeting, Grand Hotel Dino, Baveno, Italy, 5-7 May 1993. Above: the opening panel – Dr Piero Grua, Italian media agency Optimedia; Geoff White, 
UK mail-order company Freemans; ERA President of Honour Giorgio Gianoli; Cheryl Kasunich, Exec VP Gravure Association of America; ERA Secretary General 
Wolfgang Weide; ERA President Hans-Joachim Marx, German publisher Axel Springer – listen to publisher and media tycoon Silvio Berlusconi, owner of ERA 
member Mondadori, who was about to enter the political arena, and arrived at the meeting by helicopter� Left: ERA Vice President Dr Angelo Ascheri of Italian 
publisher ILTE in discussion with Mr Berlusconi�  Right: Mme Tere Cerutti (right), CEO of gravure press manufacturer OMG Cerutti SpA, is delighted by Mr 
Berlusconi (left), who spoke in Italian, requiring simultaneous translation to be organised at the last minute� Bottom left: Dr Ascheri, Mr Berlusconi, Mme Cerutti 
and Mr Weide enjoy a discussion at lunch: through the windows, Lago Maggiore. Bottom right: Mr Berlusconi and colleagues leaving the hotel�
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ERA Annual Conference, Grand Hotel Dino, Baveno, Italy, 21-23 September 2022. Above: the same venue, 29 years on� Left: ERA Board Member 
Christoph Müller, König & Bauer, and ERA President Davide Garavaglia, Bobst Italia, about to embark for the Isola Bella� Right: ERA’s Stefani 
Dhami leads the group off the boat to the Gala Dinner� Bottom left: “Bobst table” chaired by new ERA President Davide Garavaglia (3rd from 
right): front left, Bobst’s Jonathan Giubilato, front right, his colleague Mattia Maffei. Bottom right: “solvent table” with Fabrizio Imarisio of DEC 
Impianti (left), Lutz Rafflenbeul (green shirt) and colleagues.
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The future of 
chrome plating.

The world’s first hard chrome plating process  
for gravure printing based on chrome(III).

HelioChrome® NEO 
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The ink industry 
together with some 
French printers 
concerned have 
filed a suit against 
the order.

French order concerning the use of inks 
containing mineral oils 
The French government has published an 
order on the Fight against Waste and the 
Circular Economy (Decree No. 2020-105) 
which regulates the use of mineral oils 
in packaging and free advertising, and 
prohibits substances containing mineral 
oils that might interfere with waste recy-
cling� Based on this order a decree with 
criteria for printing ink was issued which 
limits the content of mineral oil aromatic 
hydrocarbons (MOAH) in printing inks to 
less than 1 % by 1 January 2023� 

Contrary to previous understanding and 
practice, the French authorities obvi-
ously consider toluene to be a mineral 
oil aromatic hydrocarbon solvent� Thus 
inks used by publication gravure printers 
are not compliant with the order if they 
contain more than 1 % of toluene, which 
would endanger publication gravure in 
France� 

Siegwerk, the most important manu-
facturer of toluene-based inks, has ex-
pressly stated that neither “mineral oil 
saturated hydrocarbons”, nor “mineral 
oil aromatic hydrocarbons” are “used as 
intentionally added ingredients” of tolu-
ene inks, and that “according to the pres-
ent scientific knowledge, potential traces 
of these substances are below 1 %”� ERA 
has approached the French ministries 
of environment and economy by letter 
pointing out this dissent and asked for 
clarification. 

Intergraf, the umbrella organisation of 
the European printing industry, and the 
French printing association, have also 
taken action and approached the French 
government for clarification. And even the 
print buyers in France have stated that 
according to their understanding, gra-
vure is not covered by the French order� It 

is also unclear how the order should be  
implemented, as it has not defined a  
recognised measuring procedure� 

Since no satisfactory solution could be 
reached with the French authorities, the 
ink industry together with some French 
printers concerned have filed a suit 
against the order� JS
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SPECIAL FEATURES | DIPA ACADEMY

Digital Printing Association DIPA  
founds Academy 
by Herbert Kindermann*

In addition to the familiar business mod-
els with analogue printing solutions, dig-
ital printing enables companies in the 
printing industry to respond to mega-
trends such as individualization, neo-ecol-
ogy, urbanization and others� With its un-
deniable advantages and progressive 
diffusion, it enables new value proposi-
tions and business models. To maximize 
the potential of digital printing, education 
is one of the key factors� This will be pro-
vided by the newly founded DIPA Academy 
which will educate the skilled workforce 
and specialists for digital printers�

In a time of ongoing continuous change, 
the printing industry is facing numerous 
challenges:

 ■ increasing customer segmentation 
due to expected individualization de-
mands by consumers,

 ■ consumers want to be involved in the 
design of their products, which leads 
to increasing production complexity,

 ■ the never-ending stream of innova-
tions (in production, logistics, soft-
ware, etc�),

 ■ increasing legislative and consumer 
demands for environmental protec-
tion and sustainability,

 ■ increased time-to-market and innova-
tion demands to stay competitive,

 ■ shortage of experts and trained staff, 
attracting talent for the printing in-
dustry, especially for graduates start-
ing their careers�

 
To answer these trends DIPA (Digital 
Printing Association) was founded and 
introduced at the trade fair LIGNA 2019� 
DIPA is an industry association including 
as members the whole chain of digital 
printing from the machinery manufactur-
er to the user� It takes a holistic view of 
the individual design process and wants 
to make digital printing accessible to as 
many users as possible as an innovative 
process� DIPA sees itself as a “common fu-
ture workshop” for topics such as consult-
ing, knowledge transfer and standardiza-
tion or certification.

With the above-mentioned goal in mind, 
the DIPA Academy is being created� At the 
beginning the DIPA Academy will focus 
on digital decor printing education� In the 
second year of operation the content and 
the trainings will be expanded to other 
printing industry segments as packaging, 
textiles and wallpaper. 

The academy will support the develop-
ment of experts in digital decor print-
ing, which will gain skills in digital decor 
printing technologies and processes, co-
lour management and inks, post-produc-
tion processes, quality assurance and en-
vironmental and sustainability matters� 
The whole value chain will be covered� 
Courses are also intended to address 
current topics such as digital transfor-
mation, value proposition design, busi-
ness model innovation, design thinking, 
change management and agile methods� 
Practical hands-on sessions will ensure, 
that theoretical knowledge will be so-
lidified and ultimately create results in  
everyday life� 

Other important aspects of the cours-
es will include current market data and 
trends, and news from research and de-
velopment labs as well as showcasing in-
novative and successful applications dis-
playing that digital surface decoration has 
reached consumers and become a reality�

All training content will be provided in 
modules, which will be delivered to stu-
dents in on-site university and online ses-
sions or a mix of the two (hybrid). This 
will minimize travel costs and expose 
students to the latest video conferencing 
and collaboration tools, further enhanc-
ing their skillset�

DIPA Academy and Carinthia Universi-
ty of Applied Sciences in Villach, Austria 
will cooperate ensuring certified quality 
standards� All training participants will 
be extraordinary students of the Carin-
thia University of Applied Sciences for the 
training period and can obtain ECTS (Eu-
ropean Credit Transfer and Accumulation 
System) Points� ECTS points are awarded 

for successfully completed training cours-
es and can be used for later studies at a 
European university� 

The first two courses are scheduled for 
spring 2023. The first course will be tai-
lored to employees of the decorative 
printing industry� Typical participants’ 
professions would include designers, pre-
press, print, production and quality assur-
ance operators� This course will run over 
a period of three months and include 160 
hours of training, of which three full days 
will be practical hands-on training. 

A second course will be tailored to man-
agers and decision makers working in re-
lated industries. It will provide in a 28-
hour intensive course a comprehensive 
knowledge of digital surface decoration 
including market data, trends and latest 
state-of-the-art methodologies. For both 
courses a more detailed curriculum will 
be provided in January 2023�

To kick off the Academy it will focus in 
the beginning on digital decor print-
ing. A step-by-step expansion of cours-
es is planned for other industries such as 
packaging, textiles, and wallpaper, based 
on market demands identified in the sec-
ond year of operation� Training of man-
agement in leadership in digital business 
transformation will complete the educa-
tion programme� From the third year on, 
the Academy will also provide courses at 
higher levels, based on the demand from 
the market�

(For further information, contact DIPA at 
direction@dipa-surface.com)

* Herbert Kindermann is an adviser at IPAC 
in Villach, Austria, a company developing 
measurement technology for the decora-
tive printing industry. He is in charge of the 
foundation of the DIPA Academy. He held 
positions on the board of directors and as 
managing director of various companies. 
Business processes from analysis and de-
sign to optimised digital automation have 
always been a focus of his activities.
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The Packaging Industry 4.0 
with Komori-Chambon
Komori-Chambon is a company with global experience in develop-
ment of rotary web offset, rotogravure, and mixed printing presses 
with delivery system inline, for paper and cardboard.

The company is recognized worldwide for its solid expertise in 
building quality control processes in such fields as general folding 
boxes, liquid packaging, and the tobacco industry.

We build machines dedicated to the packaging industry and our 
customers are mainly industrialists who supply their packaging to 
big international brands, especially in the food industry. To give you 
an idea of the volumes, our machines can produce 600 million 1-li-
tre cardboard boxes for milk or fruit juices in one year. Export has 
always been one of our characteristics and today represents 97% of 
our sales figures. Our machines are installed in over 130 countries.

Turnkey and 100% custom-made

To respond to customization, each machine we design is adapted to 
the constraints of our customers, starting with the characteristics 
of the packaging they must deliver to their customers, as well as 
the particularities of the factory that will host our machine and the 
organization of their internal production. The technical challenges 
of our customers – and a fortiori of ours – are more and more de-
manding with ever more sophisticated packaging: more complex 
shapes, printing quality, distinctive elements against counterfeiting, 
or traceability constraints. To win these challenges, we rely on tech-
nical teams, including R&D, which represent two-thirds of the head 
office's workforce. Our machines are designed to integrate perfect-
ly into each production environment, in an Industry 4.0 approach.

Today, with the recent opening of our KC³  
Komori-Chambon Competence Centre, we also 
provide a premium service

Komori-Chambon is constantly in-
vesting in its factory, and we have 
also just set up a 5 000 square 
metre building that enables us to 
offer our customers global solu-
tions with a high level of service. 

Thanks to our Competence Centre, the production lines, with an 
average length of 50 metres, are put in real situations to be ad-
justed as close as possible to their future place of installation. Our 
machines are all connected, which allows our teams to provide 
efficient and fast remote assistance in all countries of the world, 
from a simple bug to complete reprogramming. Let's not forget that 
beyond machines, we connect people and technologies through 
unique projects. This is the signature of our Competence Centre.

KOMORI-CHAMBON
Tel: +33 2 38 64 55 00
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ERA’s connection to Ukraine goes back at 
least to 2005, when Ukrplastic joined ERA 
as its first Ukrainian packaging member. 
The company motto: ‘The world needs 
Ukrplastic’. Their membership certificate 
was presented to their president Dr Olek-
sandr Galkin during the ERA Packaging 
Conference, held for the first time in Kyiv, 
which included a visit to his company, a 
former state enterprise which was pri-
vatised in the 1990s. As one of the first 
international packaging printing confer-
ences held in Ukraine, the event drew 
the attention of the national media, both 
trade press and television� 

One year later, Dr Galkin was elected 
to the ERA board at the 2006 Packag-
ing Conference in Osnabrück� In 2013  
Dr Galkin, who also had interests in the 
petrochemical industry, was tragical-
ly killed in a hit-and-run traffic accident 

while on holiday in France (obituary: Gra-
vure News 176)� Operation of the company 
was continued until recently by his widow, 
Dr Irina Mirochnik, who also replaced him 
on the ERA board� Ukrplastic is now owned 
by a bank, but the digital printing former 
subsidiary Immer is still operating inde-
pendently in Ventspils, on the Baltic coast 
of Latvia, under Dr Mirochnik� 

A tour through Ukraine in 2007 by ERA 
Secretary General James Siever, which 
also led him to the eastern city of Kharkiv 
and to Luhansk in the Donbas, both now 
heavily embattled, covered seven gravure 
printers (see GN 171), and 14 are listed in 
the 2021 edition of the ERA List of Pack-
aging and Decorative Printers� Several 
of them are located in Dnipro, formerly 
known as Dnepropetrovsk� One of these 
is our second Ukrainian member, Konti-
nent, which prints wallpaper, but also  

engraves gravure cylinders and makes 
flexo plates for themselves and other 
printers: they joined ERA in 2013. 

Most of the gravure printers in Ukraine 
made significant exports to Russia, and 
so their situation was seriously affect-
ed by the Russian annexation of Crimea 
in 2014, and the consequent freezing of 
trade between the two countries: Konti-
nent lost 90 % of its revenues� Despite the 
invasion in the south-east of the country, 
the ERA Packaging and Decorative Con-
ference returned to Kyiv in 2016, includ-
ing a presentation by Nataliya Mykolska, 
Deputy Minister of Economic Develop-
ment & Trade and Trade Representative 
of Ukraine, and a speech from Ukrainian 
writer, poet, essayist and translator Yuriy 
Andrukhovych, entitled ‘From Maidan to 
Maidan – Ukraine’s course towards Europe’�  
A special highlight for the ERA board was 
arranged by Dr Mirochnik: a visit to the 
Ukrainian Head of Presidential Adminis-
tration, Boris Lozhkin, to discuss the busi-
ness environment and investment op-
portunities in the light of the Association 
Agreement between the EU and Ukraine 
that came into force on 1 January 2016 
(see editorial by Dr Mirochnik in GN179)�

Of course the situation is now even worse, 
and regions like Kharkiv and the Donbas, 
home of several gravure printers, are in 
the news for quite different reasons� We 
can only hope for a return to peace, and 
help in whatever ways we can manage 
(see also the article on pp 24-25). When 
Dr Mirochnik reported at ERA’s Board 
meeting in April 2022 about the situa-
tion in Ukraine after the Russian invasion, 
they committed to support the rebuilding 
of the country and its gravure industry by 
holding another conference there at the 
earliest practical opportunity�  GB

Press conference during the ERA Packaging Conference in Kyiv in November 2005: next to ERA Secretary General James Siever Ukrplastic owner Dr Oleksandr 
Galkin · Wallpaper printing at Kontinent in Dnepropetrovsk

ERA Board members in the office of the Ukrainian 
Presidential Administration during the ERA Packaging 
& Decorative Conference in Kyiv in November 2016 
(centre: Dr Irina Mirochnik)

ERA members in Ukraine
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Travelling in a country  
at war
by James Siever*
Anyone who travels to Ukraine these 
days is entering a country at war: since 
24 February 2022 Ukraine has to defend 
itself against an unprovoked military at-
tack by Russia� At the Hruschiv border sta-
tion a few kilometers behind Rzeszów in 
south-eastern Poland, the number of cars 
bound for Ukraine is manageable, and the 
entry into Ukraine eventually goes quickly 
and unbureaucratically� This is particular-
ly the case on the Ukrainian side, where 
mainly women in camouflage uniforms 
and sometimes even carrying Kalash-
nikovs over their shoulders carry out the 
border formalities� 

The onward journey to Lviv and then 
from there to the Ukrainian metropo-
lis of Kyiv, which is about 600 km away, 

also runs smoothly� Most petrol stations 
along the way are open and dispensing 
fuel� From time to time one passes mil-
itary posts fortified with sandbags and 
anti-tank barriers without being stopped. 
What is striking, however, is that all in-
formation and distance signs on the road 
behind Lviv have been removed� Only 
shortly before Kyiv, roughly at the lev-
el of Irpin and Bucha, which is passed 
to the south, can be seen the first hous-
es damaged or destroyed by acts of war� 
And when entering Kyiv, the first stop is 
at a military post, where people and ve-
hicles are checked� 

Of course, it is extremely unlikely to be 
the target of a Russian missile attack 
while driving from Lviv to Kyiv, but if you 

stay overnight in Lviv, you could be wo-
ken up by an air raid alert� Nevertheless, 
despite the war and the constant latent 
danger of being the target of an air raid, 
life in cities like Lviv or Kyiv is almost nor-
mal on the outside� The people make a 
calm impression and go about their ev-
eryday business� And in the evening bars 
and restaurants are well frequented�  
Only the curfew beginning at 11 p�m� is a 
reminder of the state of war� 

Also in the small town of Boguslav, 120 
km south of Kyiv, everyday life goes on 
as normal� Boguslav, which was destroyed 
in its almost thousand-year history during 
the Mongol invasion in the 13th centu-
ry and in whose immediate vicinity the 
Battle of Korsun between the Soviet Army 

New graves at Boguslav Cemetery  
of Ukrainians who fell at the  
frontline in the East of Ukraine
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and the retreating Wehrmacht took place 
in February 1944, this time remained 
untouched by the events of the war, al-
though Irpin and Bucha, devastated by 
the Russian invaders, are just over 100 
km away. Many residents of Kyiv had fled 
to the supposedly safe Boguslav imme-
diately after the Russian attack� In the 
meantime, many of them have returned 
after the Ukrainian defensive success in 
front of Kyiv and the subsequent Russian 
retreat� However, temporary accommoda-
tions for countless internally displaced 
persons, mainly from the east of Ukraine, 
are still occupied� 

Boguslav, which is mainly character-
ized by agriculture, is idyllically situated 
on the small river Ros, which flows into 
the Dnieper� The blossoming and green 
vegetable gardens and orchards of the 
many single-family houses surrounding 
the city centre give Boguslav an almost 
village character� And in its surround-
ings are large fields of wheat and sun-
flowers, but also maize and potatoes are 

grown� The market or bazaar is bustling 
and the stalls have their usual offerings� 
The shelves in the supermarkets are also 
well stocked, there is no shortage of es-
sentials and beyond, and there are also 
imported products such as pasta from  
Italy� However, everything has become 
noticeably more expensive. 

Despite all everyday worries, the war is 
the most important topic for the peo-
ple at the moment� That is how it is at 
the hairdresser’s, when shopping at the  
bazaar or when talking to friends and  
acquaintances at an evening meeting 
over shashlik and vodka� Although no one 
had any illusions about Putin’s intentions 
towards Ukraine, they are still stunned by 
the devastation and looting and, above 
all, the atrocities against the Ukrainian 
civilian population carried out by the 
Russian soldier squad� No one can imag-
ine how to find a compromise with such a 
Russia or even to live as good neighbours 
again� President Zelensky’s current strat-
egy of a military success against Russia is 

therefore supported by the overwhelming 
majority of the Ukrainians. 

A visit to the cemetery reveals that the 
war is also present in Boguslav as the blue 
and yellow Ukrainian flag flies over most 
of the fresh graves� Buried here are young 
men from Boguslav who died just a few 
days earlier fighting for Ukraine as sol-
diers of the Ukrainian army at the front-
line in the east or the south� The young-
est of the fallen just turned 20 years old. 
More than 30 men from Boguslav are said 
to have fallen in this war� For a town with 
less than 20,000 inhabitants, this is a high 
death toll. And that their sacrifice was not 
in vain, the vast majority of the Ukrainians 
are determined to fight on.

* Since the beginning of the war in Ukraine 
former ERA Secretary General James Siev-
er has travelled to the country three times. 
The article reflects his impressions during 
these visits to Ukraine, and the opinions 
expressed therein are solely those of the 
author.

“This is our soil, we will never give it up” – clear indication of the commitment of the Ukrainians on the road to Lviv · Shortly before Kyiv, the first signs of 
bombardment

Seized Russian tank T 90 on display and sandbagged statue of Wagrian Princess Olga at Saint Michael square in the centre of Kyiv · One flag for each civilian 
casualty at the Maidan in Kyiv
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ERA welcomes Overseas Members  
from India and Pakistan

Toyo Packaging, based in Karachi, Paki-
stan, joined the ERA in February 2022. 
The company, founded in 1989, is one of 
the leading flexible packaging gravure 
printers in Pakistan� Their gravure equip-
ment includes three state-of-the-art gra-
vure presses (8 and 10 colour) to print 
on various substrates� They serve clients 
from industries including multinational 
FMCGs, textiles, pharmaceuticals and au-
tomotive, and they also support start-ups 
with their knowledge of the packaging 
field. The company also has a packaging 
design studio, laminators, slitter-rewind-
er and a twist-PVC film extruder for candy 
wrappers� 

Pelican Rotoflex, based in Jamnagar, Gu-
jarat, joined the ERA as of October 2022. 
This manufacturer of machinery for the 
flexible packaging printing and the con-
verting industry started in 1996 and now 
has more than 900 installations across 
the globe, including their Solomark roto-
gravure printing presses, stack-type flex-
ographic presses for substrates including 

raffia and paper, Solocoat coating and So-
lolam laminating machinery – including 
ECL (extrusion, coating and laminating) 
machines – and slitting machines�

Change to ERA Bye-Laws

During an Extraordinary General Assem-
bly held using Microsoft Teams on 27 
July 2022, the ERA Bye-Laws were modi-
fied: the category Associate Member was 
deleted and its members converted into 
Active Members, so that European gra-
vure printers (publication, packaging and 
decorative), cylinder engravers, manufac-
turers of equipment and materials, and 
service providers for the industry all now 
have equal status and voting rights� The 
categories Affiliate Member (for pub-
lishers with no printing facility, brand 
owners, other print buyers, advertising 
agencies, repro houses etc) and Over-
seas Member (outside of Europe) remain 
unchanged�

Board Members old and new

Also in the meeting, Max Rid was re-elect-
ed Vice-President and Treasurer of ERA. 

Three further members of the board were 
re-elected: Robert Bierfreund of Inter-
print, Heiko Engelhardt of Burda Druck 
and Martin Pitonak of Chemosvit� Three 
new members were elected: Alexander 
Janoschka (son of Manfred Janoschka) of 
Janoschka, David Möller (son of retiring 
member Jürgen Möller) of 4Packaging, 
and Olaf Segbert of Daetwyler Swisstec� 
Three members remained in mid-term: 
Robert Fitzka of Sun Chemical, Christoph 
Müller of Koenig & Bauer, and Gerrit van 
der Veen of Saueressig� Thus the board 
continues to have representatives from 
packaging, decorative and publication 
printing,  cylinder preparation, and also 
manufacturers of cylinder preparation 
equipment, presses and ink�

Pro Gravure met by Teams  
throughout 2022

During the Covid epidemic, ERA contin-
ued its technical and business develop-
ment activities by holding meetings of 
ProGravure and its Working Groups over 
Teams�

Working Group 1  “Market potential for 
gravure printing” met on 11 May 2022� 
Asia was identified as a growth market 
for flexible packaging printing in gravure, 
but flexo plate producers claim that their 
process is more sustainable, so the sus-
tainability aspects of gravure need to be 
emphasised, and short run performance 
and time to market improved� 

Working Group 2 “Increase efficiency in 
the pre-press process” met on 13 May 
2022, and discussed the need for alter-
native cylinder surfaces and lighter al-
ternatives to steel for the cylinder base� 
Also repro files supplied by Print Man-
agement Agencies engaged by brand 
owners often do not fulfil the technical 
requirements of the printing companies, 
giving rise to delays�

Working Group 3 “Usage of RFID chips for 
steel bases and used cylinders” met on 16 
May 2022� Hannecard presented their sys-
tem based on QR codes, and Janoschka 
described their experiences with both QR 
and RFID systems, neither of which is yet 
satisfactory in their eyes� 

On 21 June a full meeting of ProGravure 
with 30 participants was held� As well as 
reports from the three Working Groups, 
preliminary results from the Sustainabili-
ty Study of HTWK Leipzig and the Energy  

New ERA president elected

During the ERA General Assembly (Annual General Meeting) held during the Man-
agement Meeting in Baveno during the Annual Conference, Davide Garavaglia (r�), 
CEO of Bobst Italia, was elected ERA President� He succeeds Manfred Janoschka 
(l.), who did not run for another term and was elected to the office of Past Presi-
dent, which allows him to attend ERA Board meetings as a non-voting advisor for a  
period of one year� Mr Garavaglia has a degree in engineering management from 
the Politecnico of Milan� He states his aims and goals for the Association in the 
editorial of this issue of Gravure News�
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Management Study of HdM Stuttgart 
were given�

A further meeting on 30 November in-
cluded the introduction of new ERA Pres-
ident Davide Garavaglia, communication 
of the studies of HTWK Leipzig, and dis-
cussion with Rossini, Contitech and Kas-
par Walter on alternative cylinder ma-
terials to make gravure printing more 
competitive�

Wider cooperation in Middle East  
and Africa with Packaging MEA

During a private visit to the World Expo 
in Dubai, ERA consultant George Bat-
trick took the opportunity to visit Benja-
min Daniel, Editor in Chief of Packaging 
MEA (Middle East and Africa) Magazine, 
who also organises the PRIME (Packag-
ing Resource & Innovations Middle East) 
Awards and Conferences� Mr Battrick was 
invited to be a member of the jury for the 
2022 awards� It is intended that further 
cooperation should follow, such as joint 
conferences in Dubai for participants 
from the Middle East and South Asia�

Stefani Dhami 
appointed ERA 
Secretary

ERA is pleased to an-
nounce that Stefani 
Dhami will serve as 
Secretary of the As-
sociation beginning 

1 January 2023� As Ms Dhami has worked 
for the ERA since 2012, she is well known 
in the industry� She studied liberal arts 
and physical education before working in 
various positions in marketing communi-
cation and event organization in the en-
tertainment, IT and automotive industries� 
Ms Dhami is in charge of the ERA secre-
tariat, responsible for membership matters 
and all the activities of the Association� 

ERA President Davide Garavaglia refers 
to ERA’s goal to improve the documen-
tation, training and communication lev-
el for the members, as well as reaching 
out to new markets and co-operations 
with other printing institutions, and is 
convinced, “Stefani is the right person to 
make this happen�”
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Generation change at the family- 
owned publication gravure print-
er Rose Druck in Landau, Germany: 
Linn Rose (centre) has joined the 
management team alongside her fa-
ther Bernd Rose (left), and will take 
over the management of the compa-
ny from him in two years� Rose Druck 
emerged from the insolvency of the 
Schlott Group in 2011, when its then 
CEO Bernd Rose took over the former 
Klambt gravure printing plant out of 
the insolvency� Rose Druck has three 
KBA gravure presses: they specialise 
in printing supplements and small 
catalogues, and focus on innovative 
projects to secure the future of pub-
lication gravure in a highly competi-
tive market against web offset�
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Farewell to ERA Secretary General James Siever
At the end of 2022, James Siever left the 
position of ERA Secretary General after 
over 22 years in office. Interviewed by 
the then ERA President Olli Kumela and 
ERA Treasurer Jan Bormans in Dusseldorf 
during Drupa 2000, following the un-
timely death of his predecessor Wolfgang 
Weide at the beginning of that year, Mr 
Siever took up his position on 1 August 
2000, and was introduced to the mem-
bers at the ERA Annual Conference 2000 
in Stockholm� 

The son of a “Schweizerdegen” (type-
setter and printer) who ran a local daily 
newspaper publishing house and printing 
shop in the North German town of Nor-
den in Ostfriesland, Mr Siever, after two 
years of military service in a parachute 
battalion, studied law, and his previous 
experience in the industry had included 
work as corporation lawyer and manag-
er of social policy of the Bundesverband 
Druck (German Printing Industry Federa-
tion), managing director of the German 
Aluminium Federation and the European 
Aluminium Foil Association (EAFA), and 
manager of environment and business 
development at Tetra Pak Germany�

When Mr Siever took over the ERA Sec-
retariat, with its qualified staff including 
Technical Coordinators – who ran ERA’s 
Technical Commissions covering the 
whole process from prepress to finish-
ing – gravure, and particularly publica-
tion gravure, was at its peak� ERA as the 
international organisation of the gravure 
industry had some 200 member compa-
nies, including publication, packaging and 
decorative printers and cylinder engravers, 

but also the whole chain of the supply in-
dustry, particularly the large paper com-
panies and press manufacturers, as well 
as print buyers such as Ikea and the ciga-
rette manufacturers BAT and Philip Morris�   

In those days the publication printers 
were the heart of the ERA, and they con-
tributed a large sum of membership fees 
to the income of the ERA� Many were 
publishers which printed their own prod-
ucts, such as Axel Springer, Bauer, Burda, 
Mondadori, Periodici San Paolo, Rizzoli, 
British Printing Corporation, Ringier, Al-
ler and Egmont� The publication printers 
were very loyal members, and practically 
all publication printers, including many 
from North and South America, South  
Africa and Japan, were ERA members� And 
the cooperation among and with them 
was fruitful and successful for the benefit 
of the gravure industry�

In the Technical Commissions, projects to 
advance the process were initiated and 
carried out mostly together with the pa-
per and the ink industry, but also with the 
print buyers such as Ikea, at that time the 
most important customer of the publica-
tion gravure printers, publishing every 
year its catalogue with a worldwide cir-
culation of over 200 million copies and 
exclusively printed in gravure. With the 
latter the PSR standard (Process Stan-
dard Rotogravure) was developed which 
became a milestone for gravure as the 
first industry colour standard. The project 
was successfully steered by George Bat-
trick, ERA’s Technical Coordinator for the 
Prepress & Cylinder Commission and the 
Print Commission�  

And ERA, which took on the role of the 
mouthpiece of the gravure industry, lob-
bied successfully at the EU level to de-
fend toluene, which is the indispensable 
solvent in publication gravure, against 
restricting regulation efforts of the EU� 
That this could be achieved was also 
thanks to the support of publisher Hubert 
Burda, who wrote to German Chancellor 
Gerhard Schröder on the matter, and the 
work of the ERA Toluene Task Force guid-
ed by Joseph Bernard, Technical Coordi-
nator Environment, Health & Safety� And 
almost at the end of Mr Siever’s time in 
office, ERA achieved the EU approval of 
the authorization of chromium trioxide, 
for decades vital for cylinder plating�

As ERA’s Secretary General, Mr Siever em-
barked on a policy of “keeping ERA strong 
by widening its scope”, with a mission de-
fined as “to contribute to the healthy con-
tinuity of the gravure industry”� Economic 
and social concerns were addressed by 
significantly broadening the scope of the 
presentations at ERA’s Annual Confer-
ences� Highlights included former US am-
bassador to Germany John C Kornblum, 
who spoke at ERA’s Annual Conference 
2002 in Barcelona, and former Russian 
deputy prime minister Dr Grigory A Yav-
linsky, whom Mr Siever personally visited 
in Moscow and invited to ERA’s Annual 
Conference in Berlin in 2004�

Mr Siever also broadened ERA’s scope to-
wards packaging and decorative gravure 
printing� Packaging and decorative mem-
bers got their own conference, instead of 
being “poor relations” on the side of the 
publication printing event� These confer-

From left to right: James Siever 
in the year 2000 when he joined 
ERA, in 2022 when he left, and in 
2007 speaking at GAA’s congress 
in Kansas City, Missouri.
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ences spread out beyond Western Europe to include St Pe-
tersburg and twice Kiev (now Kyiv), as well as beyond Europe 
to Izmir, Turkey (twice) and Dubai with follow-up meetings 
for printers from the Middle East and India� And he initiated 
the “Mr Gravure Campaign” which, based on a study of the 
market research institute GfK (Gesellschaft für Konsumfor-
schung) on the perception of the packaging printing pro-
cesses among the large brand owners, improved the image 
of gravure in packaging�

To present ERA and gravure, Mr Siever regularly spoke at in-
ternational events of our industry in North America and Asia 
such as the conferences of the GAA (Gravure Association of 
the Americas) or the Shift conference of the PPIA (Packaging 
and Print Innovation Asia)� And he organised, together with 
local partners, highly successful symposia in 2014 in Tehran, 
Iran and in 2019 in Lahore, Pakistan to promote gravure as 
The Process of Choice�

A turning point for gravure during Mr Siever’s period as 
ERA’s Secretary General was marked by the financial cri-
sis and the introduction of the smartphone at the end of 
the first decade of the 2000s, when print lost its position 
as key communication medium to the Internet� From that 
point ERA was operating in a shrinking market with a con-
stant decrease in membership and income, which of course 
affected the daily work of the ERA. Projects, meetings and 
other activities could not be financed to the previous ex-
tent�

Despite the ongoing decline of the gravure industry and 
its markets in Europe, particularly in publication gravure, 
and the decrease in ERA’s membership, Mr Siever managed 
to keep the core of the organisation together, and despite 
all the losses in income he kept ERA financially on sol-
id ground� “Trust is good, but control is better,” is one of 
Mr Siever’s favourite quotations, coming from the Russian 
revolutionary Lenin, and somehow reflecting his attitude 
in leading the ERA through the ups and downs of the last 
two decades� 

In his office hung portraits of Chairman Mao and Che Gue-
vara, whose leadership abilities and commitment to their 
cause he admired: the latter also because of Mr Siever’s 
personal affinity with South America, home of his wife, who 
tragically died in an accident in 2003� And “to remain com-
mitted to the ERA” is his last appeal to the gravure industry, 
which in its own interest should keep the ERA as its unique 
international platform to promote the gravure process and 
industry� We wish him a long and happy future in which he 
can continue to cycle over mountain passes in the Alps, and 
travel in South America and Ukraine� GB

Companies
Since the Polestar Sheffield 
plant closed in 2016, Prinovis 
Liverpool has been the only 
publication gravure printer 
left in the UK, but this plant 
too will now close at the end 
of July 2023� Following the 
closure of their Dresden plant 
at the end of 2022, only the 
Ahrensburg plant will remain 
of Prinovis’s original six, and 
this plant too will close on 
31 January 2024, marking the 
end of publication gravure 
printing in the Bertelsmann 
Group�

Global Graphics, competitor to 
Adobe in the supply of Harle-
quin PostScript and PDF Ras-
ter Image Processors, acquired 
Hybrid Software, which has 
roots in Esko/Artwork Systems, 
in 2021� Global Graphics later 
renamed itself Hybrid Soft-
ware Group, and also includes 
the colour management soft-
ware company ColorLogic, 
which has roots in Logo�

AR Packaging (formerly Åker-
lund & Rausing, but in the 
meantime grown by acquisi-
tion to one of the largest Euro-
pean packaging concerns) has 
been sold by CVC Capital Part-
ners (which has owned it since 
2016) to the US-based Graphic 
Packaging Holding Company�

Global packaging printer and 
converter Amcor has opened 
a 55 000 m² plant in Huizhou, 
China, to produce flexible 
packaging for food and per-
sonal care products� It will 
benefit from the expertise of 
the recently opened Amcor 
Asia-Pacific Innovation Centre 
in Jiangyin� 

Stora Enso is moving out of 
the magazine paper market, 
and has sold its paper mill 
in Maxau, near Karlsruhe, to 
German retail giant Schwarz, 
which includes Lidl and 
Kaufland among its brands. 
Schwarz thereby secures its 
own supply of primarily recy-

cled paper, from a plant which 
generates its own energy, for 
its packaging requirements: 
the company produces its own 
chocolate, coffee, baked goods, 
ices and drinks�

Comexi, known as a manufac-
turer of packaging presses, has 
introduced the Digiflex digital 
press with 1200 × 1200 dpi 
resolution for variable data, 
using low-migration UV inks 
and printing on paper, plastic 
and aluminium substrates�

The Daetwyler family have 
used spare capacity in the 
company’s studios in Bleien-
bach to house Ukrainian ref-
ugee mothers with their chil-
dren� They have organised 
on-site German language 
classes for both mothers and 
children to prepare them for 
work and school respectively�

ERA’s American sister organi-
sation GAA, formerly the Gra-
vure Association of Ameri-
ca, merged into AIMCAL (the 
Association of International 
Metallizers, Coaters and Lam-
inators) in 2001: that body  
has now renamed itself the 
Association for Roll-to-Roll 
Converters.

People
Gerrit van der Veen has left 
Saueressig Polska, and thus 
also resigned his position on 
the ERA Board�

Italo Busto, after 40 years in 
the Cerutti Group, as instal-
lation engineer, software de-
signer and latterly as Sales 
Manager, is now with Bobst 
as Upgrade and Retrofit Sales 
Specialist, with focus on the 
Cerutti products� His former 
colleague Luigi Provera is also 
at Bobst, as Technology Sales 
Manager�

Walstead Iberia has an-
nounced the appointment of 
Xavier Conigliano as Group 
Sales Director, and Cesar  
Lucena as Sales Manager�

We have heard from former ERA Secretary General  
Anders Bjurstedt of the death of Rudolph “Rudi” Zeinhofer,  
on 18 December 2022 at the age of 73� He was Techni-
cal Coordinator for prepress in the ERA secretariat in the  
1980s, and later had a management consultancy business 
in the Munich area�
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2023-06-08/10 PlastPrintPack Addis Ababa, ET

2023-06-08/11 Print Pack Hanoi, VN

2023-06-14/17 ProPak Asia Bangkok, TH

2023-06-29/30 German Media Congress Frankfurt, DE

2023-07-05/07 PPP – Plastics, Printing, Packaging Nairobi, KE

2023-07-12/14 ERA Basic Gravure Seminar,  
English Language Stuttgart, DE

2023-08-16/19 3P – Plas, Print, Pack Phnom Penh, KH

2023-08-17/19 ProPak India Mumbai, IN

2023-09 ERA Annual and Packaging &  
Decorative Conference t.b.c.

2023-09-27/28 RISI (Pulp, Paper, Packaging Insight) Lisbon, PT 

2023-10-04/05 Empack Stockholm, SE

2023-11 PRIME Awards and Conference Dubai, AE

2023-11-21/23 PlastPrintPack Abidjan, CI

2023-12-06/09 Paper + t�b�c�

2023-12 Indiapack – Pacprocess New Delhi, IN

2024-03-04/06 PrintPack Alger Algiers, DZ

2024-03-13/14 Pactec Helsinki, NO

2024-05-28/06-07 Drupa Dusseldorf, DE

Advertise in 
GravureNews!
GravureNews is published annually� 
Distribution of 1500 copies is to se-
nior executives and opinion-formers 
in the gravure industry worldwide, 
plus selected other readers (in in-
dustry and business, journa lists, in-
stitutions, universities etc�)� Interest-
ed companies are invited to advertise 
in GravureNews�

Please contact Stefani Dhami at the 
ERA office (stefanidhami@era-eu.
org) to reserve space and for techni-
cal details and deadlines�

Dates to Note

ERA cannot be held responsible for any errors or later changes of date to events listed

Visit us at 
www.era-eu.org



“MovingTowardsNewHeights

IntroducingtheNewGeneration450mpmRotogravurePress”

U N I Q U E 
s e r v i c e  
SUPPORT

SHORTER 
WEB PATH

FAST JOB  
change  over INTEGRATED 

register control

LOW wastage

SAFETY 
on board

450 
mpm

Visit us on: pelican.in
Mo. 96625 10616

Specially designed cart facilitates 
ease for insertion and extraction

for fast job change over
 

Dryer with 3D & 2D holes
(semi-flotation drying technology)

Innovative high efficient 
Drying system

New Generation design
Doctor blade group

WITH SHAFTLESS CYLINDER CHUCKING 
OR SHAFTED CYLINDER MOUNTING

ROTOGRAVURE PRINTING PRESS
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